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Be Fearless: Support Blue Monkey!

Last year our generous supporters made it possible for Blue Monkey Theater
Company to reach almost 5,000 audience members, educate 26 fearless interns,
and take performances to several schools, giving more than 1,500 young people
a professional theater experience both on and off stage.

We need your help to reach our fund-
raising goal of $40,000 by March 31,
which will enable us to complete our
second season and build a strong foun-
dation for 08/09.

Blue Monkey Theater Company was
created in 2006 specifically to serve
teen and pre-teen youth who have
“outgrown” children’s theater but
whose interests and needs as audienc-
es, performers and theater students
are different from those served by adult
performing houses.

We exist to empower the unique, fresh,
fearless voice of the young artist and
to expand the vision of what theater for

Michelle Maida and James Hager

young people is and can be. We think
Robert & Janice Roth

the Tale of the Blue Monkey best sum-

Norma & Fred Sorenson
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marizes our passion for pushing the
boundaries of imagination and inspir-
ing the artistic visions of others:

“What are you doing?” the adult asks.
“I'm making a blue monkey,” the child
replies. “But blue is wrong for monkeys,”
the adult says. "Maybe,” the child says.

“But it's right for me.”

It's Back to “School” for the Summer

Lance Geller (front), backed by
Eric Asakawa, Alec Chase and
Kai Hayashi in the 2007 produc-
tion of High School Musical On
Stage.

Photo by Jerry Rousselle

After attracting sell-out audiences last
season, Blue Monkey Theater Company will
remount the popular show for a six-week run
this summer. Most of the 2007 cast will return,
including Lance Geller, who won a Portland
Critics Circle “Drammy” Award for Outstand-
ing Young Performer in his role as Troy Bolton.

“We're thrilled to have so many of the original
cast returning. That really speaks to the bond

these kids have shared,” says Artistic Director
John Monteverde. “The unprecedented public

response we've had to this show and its mes-

sage of empowered young people and follow-

ing your own unique, individual dream make it
an ideal signature piece for Blue Monkey.”

Disney’s High School Musical On Stage
July 25-August 31, 2008
West End Theater
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Interns Rehearsing for Spring Showcase

For the culmination of their final
unit of study, Shakespeare, Blue
Monkey interns will be performing
Twelfe* Night from the original first
folio text, using the First Folio and
Cue Script Technique. This intui-
tive, text-based approach uses the
First Folio of 1623 to tackle Shake-
speare's language, characters and
staging head-on. Memorization
becomes effortless; meaning and
action become clear; and the plays come instantly to life as the interns work on
their feet to stage the play. (* Twelfe is Shakespeare’s original First Folio spelling.)

First Folio/Cue Script Technique replicates the performance conditions of Shake-
speare’'s day. No directors were employed at The Globe. Instead, each player was
responsible for his own performance with little time to prepare. Shakespeare
crafted his plays to be as easy as possible to perform, allowing an actor to in-
stantly grasp a character and portray a scene to an audience. The actors will be
performing the play without rehearsing it first, performing on the fly in an impro-
visational manner. They will be assigned the roles they are to play the morning of
the performance. Mark your calendars and pay what you will; it should be fun!

Saturday, May 10 [d 2 pm & Sunday May 18 (@ 7 pm ~ West End Theater

BLUE NOTES

Ay Special thanks to:

e The Rose E. Tucker Charitable
Trust for a $2,000 grant to sup-
port our upcoming production of
Robin Hood

— Robin Hood Cast =

e Key Bank for a $1,000 sponsorship

Summer Classes
Register now!

Robin Hood .....ccceennneeee. Kendall Wells .

Marian .....cocoeiiiiieei, Kristen Martz Session 1: July 28-August 8

Will Scarlett .......ccccveee.. Justin Mark Session 2: August 18-29

;herlff ........................... Corey Brunish o e e SR e
(£ aTo] o JP James Peppers

King John ....ccccceees Jason Robertson LA DO S )

Little John ..o.ovoveveeeinne. Matt Haynes | ® Shakespeare -acting, stage

Friar TUCK oo, Kenichi Hillis combat and verse work

SirGUY oo Paul Pistey | e Details online >

Queen Eleanor ................ Dalene Young

Alan-A-Dale ............. Derrick Dingman Still to come in our

Ellen .o Tamara Burgess 2007/08 Season...

Much ..o, Brandee Haynes i .

VT D Kaia Hillier columbinus ~ April 4-12

Arthur-A-Bland ............. Merritt Glover Robin Hood ~ May 9-June 8

Riccon ..o Jesse Graff

Prioress ........... Eleanor Cohn-Eichner

Eadom/Forrester ........ Nathan Daniels -

Hilton/Forrester ............. Marissa Dietz
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