


Purchase single tickets, season
subscriptions or a package of our
flexible “Monkey Passes” (new!).

“Yeah, they're dead. They're all
messed up!” It's the Halloween
tradition that will not die!

Nothing's impossible! 2007 marks
the 50th Anniversary of Rodgers
and Hammerstein's enchanting
romance.

Civil disobedience takes the form
of a hotheaded teenager who
stands alone against tyranny in
Sophocles’ 2,000-year-old
tragedy.

This award-winning “docudrama”
exposes the cultural and personal
pathologies that gave rise to the
horrific events at Columbine High
School.

Get whisked away to Sherwood
Forest for this swashbuckling
adventure comedy, with all the
laughs, romance and knock-out
sword fights you could possibly
ask for!

SINGLE TICKETS >
FLEXIBLE MONKEY PASSES >
SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS >

Feeling Blue? Check Out the new BlueMonkeyTheater.org!

WEBSITE GETS A MAKEOVER

If you downloaded this issue of Monkey Business from our website, then you
probably noticed that things look a lot different. We are very excited to kick off
our second season with this new and
improved site. The makeover is more
than skin deep. We now have the ability
to more easily update the information on
our site, which enables us to keep you
informed in a very timely way, while
making it as easy as possible for you to
handle all your monkey business online: ERIEEREIT
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¢ See what’s on stage.

¢ Purchase tickets and Monkey Passes. =

e Start or renew memberships. MORKEY Wmﬁ"i
* Read The Tale of the Blue Monkey.

¢ Learn about classes, auditions and
special events.

BLUUE MONKEY

Be fearicss
¢ Get directions to the theater.

» Contact your favorite blue monkeys via email.

We're looking forward to communicating with our audience in a way that relies
much less on paper and postage, allowing us to “be green” and “save green”
all at the same time! Of course, we will continue to send out printed materials
from time to time, and you are always welcome to contact us by phone as well:
503.593.2629 [main) or 503.593.2466 (box office). Let us know what you think!

MEET NEW MANAGING DIRECTOR BOB PEART

Sometimes the talent is right under your nose, as we discovered with new Man-
aging Director Bob Peart. A Blue Monkey parent, Bob has been a star volunteer,
helping out on sets, as well as ushering and other jobs. As it turns out, Bob may
have been just a bit over-qualified for some of those duties! With a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Theater with a concentration in directing from the University of
Puget Sound and a Master’s of Business Administration with a concentration in
arts management from Willamette University’'s Atkinson Graduate School, he
brings a wealth of relevant wisdom and experience to the Blue Monkey manage-
ment team.

“I've taken a 20-plus year break from the theater world to earn a living and
raise a family, but have recently been drawn back into the fold,” Bob says.
Theater is definitely a family affair in the Peart household. While in grad school,
he helped with several productions at Willamette with his wife, Cindy Peterson-
Peart (who was Music Director for Aladdin). And his daughter Cameron (Juliet

in our February production of Romeo & Juliet], was a Blue Monkey intern this
past season and has also worked with Northwest Children’s Theater, Northwest
Classical Theatre Company and Portland Actors Ensemble. Bob recently had
the honor of working with Cameron when he directed Dracula at Beaverton High
School.

“Now that she’s leaving for college to pursue her own theater degree, I'm
excited to be getting involved once again,” Bob says. “I'm looking forward to
combining my theater and management training to benefit Blue Monkey as it
grows and develops.” (Are we lucky, or what?)
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$10,000 Grant Awarded
to Support Intern Program

We thank the Charlotte
Martin Foundation for its
generous grant to the Blue
Monkey Intern Program. This
grant will help provide needed
funds for 2007/08 programs,
including guest instructors,
classroom space, scripts and
other educational materials.

Education/Intern Director Brian
Allard is in the process of select-
ing the 2007-08 intern class from
a pool of talented applicants.
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INTERN SPOTLIGHT ON
DEREK HERMAN

I'm Derek Herman, and | am an
incoming junior at Parkrose High
School, where | am actively involved
as a student government member.

| am also involved as a member of
the Debonair choir and the theater
program there. | am very happy and
fortunate to have been a part of

the first year of Blue Monkey as an
intern. It was an amazing year to see
all the progress Blue Monkey has
made, and being able to be apart of
that was an amazing opportunity. |
learned so much this year on how
theater gets started from the ground
up, and have also learned a lot about
marketing and advertising with Blue
Monkey, which inspired me to create
the Blue Monkey Myspace.

(Go friend us!)

| have been acting since | can re-
member. My cousins and my sister
would reenact a story we had just
read for our parents, and we also
had a seasonal Christmas show

that we'd write and perform for

the family. My first real role was as
Ralphie Parker in A Christmas Story
at Northwest Children’s Theater.

(I guess this whole Christmas thing is my forte.) Some of my favorite roles
have included John Darling in Peter Pan (fulfilling my dream of flying) at
NWCT, a Who in Seussical the Musical at NWCT, and Puck in A Midsummer
Night's Dream at my high school. Most recently | played Ryan Evans in Dis-
ney's High School Musical with Blue Monkey.

Photo by Jon Gottshall

It's been amazing to be a part of Blue Monkey and to have this theater as an
outlet to play and be goofy and at the same time be treated equally like an
adult, and having this amazing second family that | get to see almost every
weekend. | can’t wait to see Blue Monkey’s progress this season. This year
has definitely been a learning experience and | valued and appreciated every
minute of it.

Transitions

Special thanks are in order for all the people who worked so hard to make our
first season a success. Building a theater company from scratch is a formidable
undertaking, and we couldn’t have done it without the unflagging energy, tal-
ent and love of the staff, board members, advisors, interns and volunteers who
stepped up to “be fearless.” We'd like to express our appreciation to all of those
individuals who are either moving on or changing responsibilities, and warmly
welcome those who are joining us in the second season of a grand adventure.
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